RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
Commemoration Day, when many relatives and friends of the undergraduates come to New Haven, at one stage of the proceedings when the undergraduates and the guests are out on the campus, the secretary of the Club appears, mixes with the crowd and taps one man after another on the shoulder. These are the selected candidates and they leave the crowd and go into the Club House. This is all very pleasant for them, but it is a bitter experience for those who hoped and expected to be elected to have their failure announced in so public a fashion and on such an occasion. I was told of one case when a boy who had been thought by most people, as well as by himself, as certain of election, was so affected by his failure that he committed suicide the same day.
C The rivalry between Yale and Harvard is quite as keen as that between Cambridge and Oxford and shows itself in more unconventional ways. I saw at the house of one of the Professors a dog who had been trained to pretend to be sick whenever he heard the name Harvard.)
There is a distinct difference in " tone " between Yale and Harvard. As might be expected from its proximity to Boston, which was for long the most important literary centre in the States, the atmosphere of Harvard is more pronouncedly literary than that of Yale. President Eliot, who was for many years President of Harvard, was for nearly the whole of that time the leading authority on education in the States, and was a man whose opinion on very many subjects carried great weight in the country. Harvard was thus very much in the public eye on educational and literary subjects and this was not without its effects on the undergraduates.
On the other hand, Yale had in Willard Gibbs one of the very greatest mathematical physicists of his generation. 184